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FIBER OPTIC CABLE CUTTING TOOL 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 This invention relates to hand tools for cutting cables, and, more particularly, to a 

hand tool for cutting a fiber optic cable. 

A fiber optic cable typically comprises an optical fiber concentrically surrounded 
by a series of protective layers. The optical fiber is formed of a hard and brittle material, 
such as glass, that provides a path for optical signals to travel along. The optical fiber is 

1 0 surrounded by a layer of strengthening fibers, such as KEVL AR, to provide strength to 
the fiber optic cable for pulling the fiber optic cable through a conduit. An outer layer of 
a polymeric material, such as PVC, surrounds the layer of strengthening fibers. The 
outer layer of polymeric material provides title optical fiber with additional protection 
from damages or nicks and dampens any shock. 

1 5 Hand-held cutting tools having sharp blade edges exist for cutting cables, 

including those cables comprising KEVLAR. However, should such cutting tools be 
sued to cut fiber optic cables, the cutting tools will not be capable of repeated usage. The 
optical fiber of the fiber optic cable is formed of a hard material. Cutting through the 
hard optical fiber dulls the blade of the cutting tool prematurely. 

20 Therefore, a need exists for a hand tool for cutting fiber optic cable with the 

capability of repeated usage. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to a hand-held cutting tool for cutting a fiber optic cable 
having an optical fiber surrounded by at least one protective layer. The hand-held cutting 
tool comprises a first cutting member and a second cutting member. The first cutting 

5 member is attached to the second cutting member allowing for movement between an 
opened position and a closed position. The first cutting member has a blunt surface and a 
sharp surface. The second cutting member has a blunt surface and a sharp surface. The 
blunt surface of the first cutting member and the blunt surface of the second cutting 
member are capable of crushing the optical fiber without cutting through the protective 

10 layer. The sharp surface of the first cutting member and the sharp surface of the second 
cutting member are capable of cutting through the protective layer. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a front view of a hand-held cutting tool of the first embodiment; 
1 5 Fig. 2 is a front view of a hand-held cutting tool of the second embodiment; and 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the cutting edge of the hand-held cutting 
tools of Figs. 1 and 2. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The hand-held cutting tool of the first embodiment of the present invention for 
cutting a fiber optic cable is illustrated in Fig. 1. The first embodiment of a hand-held 
cutting tool is a scissor-type cutter. The cutting tool 10 of the first embodiment 

5 comprises a first cutting member 12, a second cutting member 14 and a pin 16 for 
pivotably connecting the first cutting member 12 to the second cutting member 14. 

Each cutting member 12 and 14 has a pivot hole 1 8 and 20 defined therein for 
attaching the cutting members 12 and 14 to the pin 16. Each cutting member 12 and 14 
further has a handle 22 and 24 formed at one end of the cutting member 12 and 14 and a 

10 cutting edge 26 and 28 formed at the other end of the cutting member 12 and 14. The 
handles 22 and 24 are approximately oval shaped, having approximately oval-shaped 
openings 30 and 32 defined therein for the user to insert his or her fingers into the 
handles 22 and 24. The handles 22 and 24 can be further covered with a polymeric 
material for easier grip by the user. 

15 The cutting edge 26 and 28 of each cutting member 12 and 14 is located at one 

edge of the cutting member 12 and 14, such that upon the cutting members 12 and 14 
being pivotably attached, the cutting edge 26 or 28 of one cutting member 12 or 14 is 
directed toward the cutting edge 28 or 26 of the other cutting member 14 or 12. As 
shown in detail in Fig. 3, each cutting edge 26 and 28 has a blunt surface 34 and 36 

20 located radially outwardly of the pivot hole 1 8 and 20 and a sharp surface 38 and 40 

located radially outwardly of the blunt surface 34 and 36. Since greater cutting force can 
be applied at the radially inwardly portion of the cutting edge, it is desirable for the blunt 
surfaces 34 and 36 to be radially inwardly of the sharp surfaces 38 and 40; thus, allowing 
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the blunt surfaces 34 and 36 to generate greater cutting force to crush the optical fiber. 
With the blunt surfaces 34 and 36 of both cutting members 12 and 14 radially inwardly of 
the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 and of approximately the same length, the blunt surface 34 
of the first cutting member 12 is opposingly directed toward the blunt surface 36 of the 

5 second cutting member 14 and the sharp surface 33 of the first cutting member 12 is 
opposingly directed toward the sharp surface 40 of the second cutting member 14. 
Although not necessary, it is also desirable for the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 to be 
serrated. The serration allows the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 to better grip the fiber optic 
cable, preventing the fiber optic cable from sliding radially outwardly upon closing the 

1 0 cutting tool 10. To allow the sharp surfaces to remain sharp after repeated usage, the 
sharp surfaces 38 and 40 can be chrome plated to increase the hardness of the sharp 
surfaces. 

The first embodiment of a hand-held cutting tool 10 functions as follows. The 
first cutting member 12 and the second cutting member 14 are pivotably connected by a 

1 5 pin 1 6 allowing the user to pivotably open the hand-held cutting tool 1 0 and to pivotably 
close the hand-held cutting tool 1 0. The closing movement of the hand-held cutting tool 
10 causes the cutting edges 26 and 28 of the cutting members 12 and 14 to move toward 
each other. To cut a fiber optic cable comprising an optical fiber concentrically 
surrounded by a layer of KEVLAR strengthening fibers and an outer layer of PVC 

20 surrounding the layer of KEVLAR fibers, the user of the cutting tool 10 first inserts the 
fiber optic cable between the opposingly directed blunt surfaces 34 and 36 and then 
closes the cutting tool 10. The closing movement of the cutting tool 10 crushes the 
optical fiber and cuts a portion of the PVC layer. The user then opens the cutting tool 10 



4 



and inserts the fiber optic cable between the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 such that the cut 
portion of the PVC layer is located directly inwardly of the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 of 
the cutting tool 10. The user then closes the cutting tool 10 to cut through the KEVLAR 
fibers and the PVC layer. 

5 The hand-held cutting tool of the second embodiment of the present invention for 

cutting a fiber optic cable is illustrated in Fig. 2. The cutting tool 50 of the second 
embodiment is similar to the cutting tool 10 of the first embodiment, but includes a 
spring for biasing the cutting tool of the second embodiment toward an opened position. 
The cutting tool of the second embodiment comprises a first cutting member 52, a second 

10 cutting member 54, a pin 56 and a coil spring 58. 

Each cutting member 52 and 54 has a pivot hole 60 and 62 defined therein for 
attaching the cutting members 52 and 54 to the pin 56. Each cutting member 52 and 54 
further has a handle 64 and 66 formed at one end of the cutting member 52 and 54 and a 
cutting edge 26 and 28 formed at the other end of the cutting member 52 and 54. The 

15 handles 64 and 66 have approximately straight outer surfaces 72 and 73 allowing the user 
to comfortably grip the outer surfaces 72 and 73 of the handles 64 and 66. Located 
radially outwardly of the pivot holes 60 and 62 toward the direction of the handles 64 and 
66 and directed circumferentially inwardly are a set of spring retention protrusions 74 
and 76. The coil spring 58 is situated and retained between the spring retention 

20 protrusions 74 and 76. The coil spring 58 causes the cutting members 52 and 54 to 
spring outwardly; therefore, biasing the cutting tool 50 toward an opened position. 

The cutting edge 26 and 28 of each cutting member 52 and 54 is located at one 
edge of the cutting member 52 and 54, such that upon the cutting members 52 and 54 
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being pivotably attached, the cutting edge 26 or 28 of one cutting member 52 or 54 is 
directed toward the cutting edge 28 or 26 of the other cutting member 54 or 52. As 
shown in detail in Fig. 3, each cutting edge 26 and 28 has a blunt surface 34 and 36 
located radially outwardly of the pivot hole 60 and 62 and a sharp surface 38 and 40 

5 located radially outwardly of the blunt surface 34 and 36. Since greater cutting force can 
be applied at the radially inwardly portion of the cutting edge, it is desirable for the blunt 
surfaces 34 and 36 to be radially inwardly of the sharp surfaces 38 and 40; thus, allowing 
the blunt surfaces 34 and 36 to generate greater cutting force to crush the optical fiber. 
With the blunt surfaces 34 and 36 of both cutting members 52 and 54 radially inwardly of 

10 the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 and of approximately the same length, the blunt surface 34 
of the first cutting member 52 is opposingly directed toward the blunt surface 36 of the 
second cutting member 54 and the sharp surface 38 of the first cutting member 52 is 
opposingly directed toward the sharp surface 40 of the second cutting member 54. 
Although not necessary, it is also desirable for the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 to be 

15 serrated. The serration allows the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 to better grip the fiber optic 
cable, preventing the fiber optic cable from sliding radially outwardly upon closing the 
cutting tool 50, To allow the sharp surfaces to remain sharp after repeated usage, the 
sharp surfaces 38 and 40 can be chrome plated to increase the hardness of the sharp 
surfaces. 

20 The second embodiment of a hand-held cutting tool 50 functions as follows. The 

first cutting member 52 and the second cutting member 54 are pivotably connected by a 
pin 56 allowing the user to pivotably open the hand-held cutting tool 50 and to pivotably 
close the hand-held cutting tool 50. The closing movement of the hand-held cutting tool 
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50 causes the cutting edges 26 and 28 of the cutting members 52 and 54 to move toward 
each other. To cut a fiber optic cable comprising an optical fiber concentrically 
surrounded by a layer of KEVLAR strengthening fibers and an outer layer of PVC 
surrounding the layer of KEVLAR fibers, the user of the cutting tool 50 first inserts the 

5 fiber optic cable between the opposingly directed blunt surfaces 34 and 36 and then 
closes the cutting tool 50. The closing movement of the cutting tool 50 crushes the 
optical fiber and cuts a portion of the PVC layer. The user then opens the cutting tool 50 
and inserts the fiber optic cable between the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 such that the cut 
portion of the PVC layer is located directly inwardly of the sharp surfaces 38 and 40 of 

10 the cutting tool 50. The user then closes the cutting tool 50 to cut through the KEVLAR 
fibers and the PVC layer. 

Various features of the present invention have been described with reference to 
the embodiments shown and described. It should be understood, however, that 
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention 

15 as represented by the following claims. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A hand-held cutting tool for cutting a fiber optic cable having an optical fiber 
surrounded by at least one protective layer comprising: 

a first cutting member and a second cutting member, said first cutting member 
attached to said second cutting member allowing for movement between an opened 
position and a closed position; 

said first cutting member has a blunt surface and a sharp surface, said second 
cutting member has a blunt surface and a sharp surface; and 

wherein said blunt surface of said first cutting member and said blunt surface of 
said second cutting member are capable of crushing said optical fiber without cutting 
through said protective layer, said sharp surface of said first cutting member and said 
sharp surface of said second cutting member are capable of cutting through said 
protective layer. 

2. The hand-held cutting tool as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said blunt 
surfaces are radially inwardly of said sharp surfaces. 

3. The hand-held cutting tool as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said sharp 
surfaces are serrated. 

4. The hand-held cutting tool as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said sharp 
surfaces are chrome plated. 
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5. The hand-held cutting tool as claimed in Claim 1 further comprising a 
spring biasing said cutting tool toward the open position. 

6. The hand-held cutting tool as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said first cutting 
member is pivotably attached to said cutting member. 

7. A method of cutting a fiber optic cable having an optical fiber surrounded 
by at least one protective layer comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a cutting tool having opposingly directed blunt surfaces and 
opposingly directed sharp surfaces, said cutting tool movable between an opened and a 
closed position; 

b) inserting said fiber optic cable between said opposingly directed blunt 
surfaces; 

c) moving said cutting tool to the closed position whereby crushing said 
optical fiber without cutting through said protective layer; 

d) moving said cutting tool to the opened position; 

e) inserting said fiber optic cable between said opposingly directed sharp 
surfaces; and 

f) moving said cutting tool to the closed position whereby cutting through 
said protective layer. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A hand-held cutting tool for cutting a fiber optic cable having an optical fiber 
surrounded by at least one protective layer comprising a first cutting member and a 
second cutting member. The first cutting member is attached to the second cutting 
member allowing for movement between an opened position and a closed position. The 
first cutting member has a blunt surface and a sharp surface. The second cutting member 
has a blunt surface and a sharp surface. The blunt surface of the first cutting member 
and the blunt surface of the second cutting member are capable of crushing the optical 
fiber without cutting through the protective layer. The sharp surface of the first cutting 
member and the sharp surface of the second cutting member are capable of cutting 
through the protective layer. 
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Declaration and Power of Attorney For Patent Application 

English Language Declaration 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name, 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, 

first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for 

which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

FIBER OPTIC CABLE CUTTING TOOL 

the specification of which 

(check one) 

C3 is attached hereto. 

□ was filed on as United States Application No. or PCT International 

Application Number 

and was amended on 

(if applicable) 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, 
including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark Office all information 
known to me to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, Section 119(a)-(d) or 
Section 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or Section 365(a) of 
any PCT International application which designated at least one country other than the United States, 
listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for patent or 
inventor's certificate or PCT International application having a filing date before that of the application 
on which priority is claimed. 

Prior Foreign Application(s) Priority Not Claimed 



, □ 

(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 

□ 

(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 

□ 

(Number) (Country) (Day/Month/Year Filed) 
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I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. Section 119(e) of any United States provisional 
application(s) listed below: 



^MjjpilOaUUI I Ocl lal INU.^ 




(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U. S. C. Section 120 of any United States application(s), or 
Section 365(c) of any PCT International application designating the United States, listed below and, 
insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior 
United States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. Section 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office all information known to me to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, C. F. R., 
Section 1 .56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT International filing date of this application: 



(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or 

agent(s) to prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 

connected therewith, (list name and registration number) 

Daniel L. McEachran, Reg.No. 19804 

Robert V. Jambor, Reg.No. 23080 

Edward M. Keating, Reg.No. 20646 

Joel H. Bock, Reg.No. 29045 

Vangelis Economou, Reg.No. 32341 

Li-Chung Daniel Ho, Reg.No. 41837 



Send Correspondence to: 



Joel H. Bock 

McEachran, Jambor, Keating, Bock & Kurtz 
55 East Monroe Street - Suite 2940 
Chicago, IL 60603-5880 



Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 
Joel H. Bock - (312) 726-4421 





Full name of sole or first inventor 
Laszlo Hullam 






Sole or first inventor's signature 


^ Date 

-*u?uj^jtr~ ,2000 




Residence 
Woodstock, IL 






Citizenship 
USA 




Post Office Address 
1427 OakleafLane 




Woodstock, IL 60098 



Full name of second inventor, if any 



Second inventor's signature Date 



Residence 



Citizenship 



Post Office Address 



Form PTO-SB-01 (6-95) (Modified) 



Patent and Trademark Office-U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



